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Written and Performed by Lee Osorio
Directed by Richard Perez

; Y - PRISONTOWN

Sat Aug 23 7:30pm

Sun Aug 24 2pm
Veterans Memorial Bldg.
Downtown Danville




Prisontown

Cast
The Writer--------==--==-mmmmmmmmem e - Lee Osorio

Setting
Lumpkin, Georgia

Time
What feels like a lifetime ago (aka 2017)

Lee Osorio is a past Founda-
tion Artist in Residence who
joins us as part of the 2025
Eugene O’Neill Festival as play-
wright and actor in his one-per-
son play Prisontown. Lee is an
acclaimed actor, director, ed-
ucator, playwright, and audio-
book narrator based in Atlanta
and New York. As an actor,

he is a seven-time Suzi Bass
Award Nominee and won for
Best Male Lead Actor in 2018
for Richard Il. Lee is the recipi-
ent of the Eugene O’Neill Foundation, Tao House Carey Per-
loff Fellowship which is awarded to an established theatre
artist who desires to transition into a writer. Lee holds an
MFA in Acting from Brown/Trinity Rep. He is a proud mem-
ber of Actors’ Equity and SAG-AFTRA.

About the Artist in Residence Program: The Artist in Res-
idence program hosts artists and scholars from across the
country and beyond to work in the beauty and quiet of the
same hills that inspired Eugene O’Neill. Thank you to the San
Damiano Retreat Center for providing accommodations for
the Travis Bogard Fellows.



Director’s Notes

Lee Osorio’s Prisontown arrives

at a moment when we are being
forced to confront the moral and
human cost of mass incarceration
in America—particularly in Califor-
nia, where the prison system con-
tinues to disproportionately impact
communities of color. What makes
this play so urgent is not only its
political relevance, but its emotion-
al depth. Like the work of Eugene
O’Neill, Prisontown grapples with
the weight of inherited trauma,
fractured family bonds, and the deep yearning for redemp-
tion in the face of systems that seem immovable.

O’Neill understood that the personal is always political —that
the intimate struggles within a family are often reflections of
a society in crisis. Osorio follows in that tradition, but with

a 21st-century lens trained on the prison industrial complex
and its far-reaching consequences. His characters are ach-
ingly human, caught in a web of injustice, love, and survival.

This play asks us not just to witness the truth—but to feel
it, to reckon with it, and to carry it with us. | am honored to
help shepherd this production of Prisontown and to share
this powerful story that insists on our shared humanity.

Richard Perez, Artistic Director, Town Hall Theatre, Lafayette
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PRISONTOWN is produced by special arrangement with BRET ADAMS, LTD., 448
West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036. Bret Adams, LTD | Artists’ Agency



Bios

Milton Cordero (Projection Designer) is thrilled to be part of
the Prisontown production. Cordero started his career in film
and theater (actor and designer) at a young age. Eventual-
ly, he explored the use of multimedia in live performances,
which led to a career in projection design. Cordero’s projec-
tion designs have been seen on stages in New York, Atlanta,
California and Puerto Rico. @mcorderodesigns miltoncorde-
ro.com Milton would like to dedicate this performance to the
memory of his wife Sharon Estela.

Claudia Jenkins Martinez is a Sound Designer based in
Dallas, Texas. Recent works include: A Dallas Hedda, Bish-
op Arts Theatre Center; H*llo K*tty Syndrome, Undermain
Theatre; Cry it Out, Stage Door Theatre; Primary Trust, Dal-
las Theater Center; Natasha, Pierre and The Great Comet of
1812, Theatre Three; The Elaborate Entrance of Chad Deity,
Circle Theatre. Much love to Austin and Georgia.
@claud_jenkinsmartinez

Richard Perez (Director) is a director, actor, educator, and
playwright. He recently relocated to the Bay Area from Mich-
igan where he has been a theatre professor for the last ten
years. During that time, he was also active in the Chicago
theatre and television industry. He has served as the Artistic
Director, Associate Artistic Director, and Managing Director
of the Bloomington Playwrights Project, Chicago Drama-
tists, and Hope Summer Repertory Theatre, respectively.

His directing credits include The Mercy Swing (New York
Fringe Festival) and Nocturnal (Kennedy Center). Stage roles
include Gabe in Dinner with Friends and Evan in Sweat.
Television appearances include Chicago Fire, Chicago Med,
Electric Dreams, and the recurring role of Councilman Ortiz,
on the second season of Boss.
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One of the central questions of the play is ‘how much
| of an activist are you?’ and along with that question |
comes ‘what do | do?’

The easy way is to give money. There are people that | give

| to monthly, and | always encourage people if you want to |
do something super simple, give however much you are

| able to give in this moment.

| The second thing is to really reflect on where you can have |
the biggest impact, which really means who is closest to

| you, what can you do in your community, start small. There |
are conversations that we can have with people that we

| love that we know think differently than us. |

| Start small, but start in your own community, and start. |
Don’t get paralyzed by how big these problems are.

| The impact you can have is meaningful, even if it doesn’t |
| feel like you’re solving the big, big problem. |

| Lee Osorio; Prisontown playwright and actor |
By Jeanita Lyman; “A Play for this Moment“ Pleasanton Weekly Aug 8, 2025
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Special Thanks \
Our first 2025 Festival play Prisontown took the time, talent

and energies of many to come together. Thank you to the
Board of the Eugene O’Neill Foundation, Tao House and Ad-
visory Board for their dedication to celebrating and promoting
the legacy of O’Neill with artistic, education, and library pro-
grams. We’d also like to thank our partners: the National Park
Service for their leadership and resourcefulness, the Town of
Danville for their ongoing support of Festival activities including
this year’s Shop, Dine, See a Play promotion, and the Museum
of the San Ramon Valley for promoting and providing space
for Festival activities. Thank you to Alphagraphics and D-Kode
Technology for assistance with printing and graphic design.

Special thanks to the following individuals: Ali Bodden, Joa-
quin Doyle-Matte, Artistic Director Eric Fraisher Hayes, Rev.
Deborah Lee, Chuck Lewis, lan Murdock and all of our volun-
teers and patrons. Thank You!



Dk You!

The Eugene O’Neill Foundation, Tao House is most grateful to you, our members, for your
generous contributions that enable us to provide artistic and educational programs that
celebrate and promote O’Neill’s vision and legacy. (Members as of mid-Aug 2025)

BENEFACTORS ($5,000 +) Florence McAuley, John & Diane Rettig, Diane & Don Schin-
nerer

PATRONS ($2,500-$4,999) Michele & George Huertas, Charles Lewis, Dan & Carolyn
McGovern, Teresa & Dan Morley,

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS ($1,000-$2,499) Cottage Jewel/Marcia Harmon, Erickson-Jo-
eck, Beverly Lane, Merilyn Milam, Don Ritchey, Gary Schaub & Maria Gounaris, Bob

& Laura Sehr, Terry & Millie Sherman, Brian & Carolyn Thiessen, Katherine & Richard
Williams, Carole Wynstra

PRODUCERS ($500-$999) Constance Eagle, Roberta Eisel, Jessica Freels, Charla
Gabert, Ronald & Virginia Iverson, Jefferson Weber

DIRECTORS ($250-$499) Nancy Bartholomew, Tom & Elizabeth Baxter, Karen & Stephen
Beck, Maureen Behrendt, Alice Chambliss, Wendy Cooper, Joseph Ficurelli, Dana Garson,
John Kubas, Curtis Lee, Vickie Sciacca, Loren Sommer, Winifred & Brad Stribling
PLAYWRIGHTS ($100-$249) Norma Balough, Jaci Bering, Philip Bellman, Jeffrey Beyer,
Barry Boothe, Marilyn & George Bray, Zander & Carol Brietzke, Bill Broxham, Jackson
Bryer, Louise Collari, Raleigh Davis, Paula Davis, Jack & Cecilia DeRieux, Prehn Donnel-
ly, Edith Dupuy, John & Tena Gallagher, Paul & Marilyn Gardner, Janet Gaston, Anthony
W. Geisler, Harlene Goodrich, Faye & Rich Guarienti, Joanne Haukland, Michael & Nikki
Hayes, Lori Hill-Talbot, Ward & Leann Kanowsky, Sandie & Lawrence Kessenick, Silvia
Lin, Beverley Nidick, Jim & Brenda Nirenstein, Jack O'Neill, David & Mary Ramos, Ruby
Robins, Sarah Shaver, John & Carol Sherrill, William & Sheila Stein, Gerald Stram, Sharon
Watkinson And a big THANK YOU to all our valued ACTOR level members!

We'd also like to recognize the Town of Danville and the Town Council for its continued
support of the Festival and its events throughout Town, as well as for establishing our
Friendship City relationship with New Ross, Ireland.
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